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Michael Maguire AKA Major John Michael Maguire Military Profile 

At this time, I am of the opinion that Michael signed up in Ireland 

Family comments - Believed to have joined the army as a drummer boy and would therefore have been aged 14 to 16 years old.  Believed to 

have deserted and rejoined as John Michael Carlton 

1892 (Aged 11) – 1899 (aged 18)  – 7 years of missing information on whereabouts 

Outstanding 

Investigate information on his Drummer Boy signing up and desertion between 1892 and 1899 

Investigate what happened with his first marriage and divorce 

Investigate his military time in the US and taking command, or training up, a US army unit 

Investigate his military time in India and birth of 1912 Denis John Carleton in Bareilly / India, then returning to Cork, Irland with his army unit 

 

 

When viewing the information below, it is important to note the timeline.  For example, on the first one,(1915 - By 21 May 1915, he was a 2nd 

Lieutenant) we can see he had been In Ranks for 14 years, 294 days.  This makes him in ranks by 31 July 1900.  To make ranks could take 

anywhere between 1 to 3 years.  This would mean he joins between 1897 and 1899 

Links to National Archive records can be viewed and downloaded free of charge.  A free account is required to download them. 

 

 

Wiki Info 

The Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians) was an infantry regiment of the British Army from 1881 to 1922. It recruited mainly 
from five Irish counties and was disbanded following the creation of the Irish Free State. [1, 2, 3] 

The regiment operated a mix of Regular, Service, and Reserve battalions: [1, 2, 3] 
• 1st Battalion: Served on the Western Front, in Macedonia, Egypt, Palestine, and India. 

• 2nd Battalion: Served on the Western Front and in the British Army of the Rhine and Silesia. 
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• Service Battalions (6th & 7th): Raised for World War I, seeing action at Gallipoli, Salonika, and the Western Front. 

• Reserve Battalions (3rd, 4th & 5th): Remained at home to train and send reinforcements. [1, 2, 3] 
 
 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/prince-waless-leinster-regiment-royal-canadians 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_of_Wales%27s_Leinster_Regiment_(Royal_Canadians) 

http://leinster-regiment-association.org.uk/wp/the-regiment/a-short-history/ 

 

Michale Maguire (AKA John Carleton) served in the 2nd Battalion and their movements included: 

https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-british-infantry-regiments-of-1914-1918/the-prince-of-waless-leinster-regiment-

royal-canadians/ 

2nd Battalion 
August 1914 : stationed at Cork. Part of 17th Brigade in 6th Division. 
Moved to Cambridge on 18 August then on to Newmarket. 
12 September 1914 : landed at St Nazaire in France. 
14 October 1915 : transferred with brigade to 24th Division. 
19 October 1915 : transferred to 73rd Brigade in same Division. 
1 February 1918 : moved to Tincourt and transferred to 47th Brigade in 16th (Irish) Division. Absorbed troops from disbanded 7th Bn. 
13 April 1918 : absorbed troops from disbanded 6th Connaught Rangers. 
23 April 1918 : transferred to 88th Brigade in 29th Division. 

23 June 1919: battalion arrives in England and goes into barracks at Portsmouth. 
4 November 1919: moves to Sobraon Barracks, Colchester. It subsequently served with the Army of Occupation in Upper Silesia. 
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From another source in the links above: http://leinster-regiment-association.org.uk/wp/the-regiment/a-short-history/ 

   1899–1902 (South Africa): The regiment served in the Boer War. The 2nd Battalion had previously been stationed across locations like 
Preston and Dublin, and their deployment solidified the battle honour "South Africa, 1900-02". [1, 2, 3] 
   1914 (Outbreak of World War I): At the start of the conflict, the 2nd Battalion was stationed in Cork, Ireland, as part of the 17th Brigade, 6th 
Division. They quickly returned to England and were deployed to the Western Front in France and Belgium. [1, 2, 3] 
   1914–1918 (Western Front): Throughout the Great War, the battalion suffered heavy casualties and participated in numerous harrowing 
engagements, including the Ypres sector and the Third Battle of Ypres (Menin Gate). [1, 2, 3, 4] 
   1919–1921 (Rhine Occupation): Following the armistice, the 2nd Battalion briefly returned to barracks in Colchester before undertaking post-
war occupation duties in Germany. [1, 2, 3, 4] 
   1921–1922 (Upper Silesia): From June 1921 to March 1922, the 2nd Battalion was detached to the German town of Oppeln (modern-day 
Opole, Poland). They were sent to police tensions and maintain order between German and Polish communities during the post-plebiscite 
territorial vote. [1, 2, 3] 

   1922 (Disbandment): With the establishment of the Irish Free State, British regiments that traditionally recruited from the southern Irish 
counties—including all five battalions of the Leinsters—were disbanded. The 2nd Battalion's colours were officially deposited at Windsor Castle 
in June 1922 
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Barbers of the 2nd Battalion, Leinster Regiment at work in their camp at Dickebusch after the battle of 31 July 1917. Photograph taken on 9 

August 1917. Imperial War Museum image Q5850 

 

 

 

May not be related 

Michael Maguire (Seen aged 18, when he would have been 18) 

1899 Deserter found here (Aged 18 from 3rd North Staff Regiment 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/60961/records/33254 

https://www.fold3.com/image/421967806/20-jun-1899-page-5-uk-military-deserters-1812-1927?xid=6800 

 

 

 

 

My reference - Forces War Records (Fold) Search parameter 

https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/search?docQuery=(keywords:%27john+carleton,leinster%27) 
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My Reference - May Not Be Related 

Under review – John Carleton of Kilkenny, New Ross, Ireland 1806 - 1915 

https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/image/689074177/carleton-john-1184-page-1-uk-militia-attestation-papers-1806-1915 

 

 

1887 – 1899.  He joins the army under John Michael Carleton.  We can see by the evidence below that on 21 May 1915, he had been serving as 

a 2nd Lieutenant for 14 years & 294 days and was a warrant officer class 2 for 113 days.  This takes his joining date to be before July 1900 and to 

make ranks would take between 1 to 3 years 

1904 - By Jun 1904, he was a corporal (acting Sargent) - 1 Leinster Regiment, Devonport, Devon.  He can be seen on court martial records as 

“Drunkenness on duty” 

20 Jun 1904 UK, Courts Martial Registers, 1806-1930 

WO 86: Judge Advocate General's Office: District Courts Martial Registers, Home and Abroad•Piece 053: Register of Charges: Home and 
Abroad (1904) 
 
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/record/726780951/carleton-john-uk-british-army-court-martials-records-1914-1950 
 
 
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/sub-image/616163435/carleton-john-uk-courts-martial-registers-1806-1930 
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1911Census – In 1911, we can see him on the UK Census as a Colour Sergeant – located at Old & New Granby Barracks Married Quarters and 

Guard Room, Granby Barracks, Devonport.  His wife can be found on a different Census, but at the same address 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/2352/records/54518163?tid=197696060&pid=102598674183&ssrc=pt 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/2352/records/54518200?tid=197696060&pid=102774574896&ssrc=pt 

 

FMP = My Find My Past account 

1914 – 1915 – Lives of the First World War links (Aided by Find my Past 1, 1a, 1b - that then links to other external sources 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBM%2FLIVES%2F713039&tab=this 

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/lifestory/713039 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D1700073 
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1915 By 21 May 1915, he was a 2nd Lieutenant 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/60721/records/1208502 

https://www.fold3.com/image/416525234/1915-october-part-2-page-79-british-army-lists?xid=60721 
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1916 Lieutenant 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/60721/records/394738 

https://www.fold3.com/image/416500882/1916-october-part-1-page-1485-british-army-lists?xid=60721 
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1917 Lieutenant 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/60721/records/672765 

https://www.fold3.com/image/416509771/1917-october-part-2-page-744-british-army-lists?xid=60721 

 

1918 Captain  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/60721/records/1606790 

https://www.fold3.com/image/416494504/1918-october-part-2-page-477-british-army-lists?xid=60721 
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1914 – 1920 FMP 2 (Temp Major)  

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBM%2FMCI%2F0713600&tab=this 

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/SearchUI/Details?uri=D1700073 
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FMP3:  British War Medal And Victory Medal (Price of Wales, Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians) 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBM%2FWO329%2FWWI%2FCM%2F5026394&tab=this 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBM%2FMCI%2F0713600&tab=this 
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FMP4 : Lieutenant / Acting Captain 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBM%2FMCI%2F5187407&tab=this 

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/SearchUI/Details?uri=D6308406 
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1914 – 1920  - UK, WWI, British Army Medal Roll Index Cards, 1914-1920 – Regiment 2nd Bn Leinster R, 8th USA 22nd Leinster (This 

information is available on an Ancestry account and included in your Ancestry membership) 

https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/image/326414642/carleton-john-page-3-uk-wwi-british-army-medal-roll-index-cards-1914-1920 
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Outside the army 

1881 Michael Maguire 
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/197696060/person/102598674183/facts 

 
Michael Maguire (Alias Major Carleton) joined the army at 14 to go to the boar wars.  He joined as a drummer boy.  He deserted and later rejoined as 
John Michael Carelton.  He served in India and rose to be a Sargent Major and when America went to was in 1917, he was assigned to train their troops 
and was commissioned.  He died on 26 March 1948, while working for Twyford’s at Shelton, Stoke on Trent as their commissionaire 
 
 

1881 – 09 May 1881 
Birth cert for Michael Maguire can be found below.  The family lived at 50 High Street.  His father was a Potters Presser.  His mother was Hannah 

Wilshaw, and she signs her name with an X.  The birth was registered on 15th Jun 1881.  T
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1891 – 05 Apr 1891 
 

The family are living at 6 Wellington Street, Stoke On Trent 
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1901 Census (31 March 1901) 
 

Family state he joined the army aged 14 as a Drummer Boy and deserted.  This would explain why he cannot be found on a 1901 Census report.  In 
1901, he would have been aged 19 / nearly 20.  See the military information above for a detailed report put together to date 

 
1910 – Devonport, Devon 

By 1910, he can be seen in Devon and getting married to Margaret May Wilton under John Michael Carleton .  Find My Past shows the date of 28 March 
1910 at St James The Great, Devonport and it is an Anglican church, and I was able to find his marriage certificate information and will upload the 

document as well. https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBPRS%2FPLY%2F004634748%2F00215 
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1911 Census - Old & New Granby Barracks Married Quarters and Guard Room, Granby Barracks, Devonport 
In the 02 April 1911 Census, Margaret and Michael (AKA John) 
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1911 – Birth of Leslie John Arthur Carleton 
On 24 August 1911, Leslie John Arthur Carleton is born.  His family are seen at “married quarters, grandy barracks”.  His father is a Colour Sergeant 1 

Leicester Regiment.  His mother is Margaret Mary (Formerly Wilton) .  An interesting fact with Leslie is his 1939 Census.  He was working with an 
occupation of Leading Coach (O) H M S Def?  In one of Pauls letters, he mentions 1881 Michael Maguire works for Praths (??) Site of the present Blind 

Home).  I thought this was an interesting find on what happened to one of Michael Maguires children. 
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1912 – Birth of Denis John Carleton – Bareilly 

His son is born in Bareilly, India, which ties in with the family knowing he served in Indian.  However, for reasons unknow at present, there are 
references to him being born in Bareilly, India, Ireland (I need to research this further.  He may have been born in India and registered in Ireland).  His 

second son was born in Ireland, so this all ties in. 
 

Notes:  Denis dies on 08 Jun 1973.  Location 15 Greenoak Cres, Bilston, Staffordshire and leaves £11677 in his estate.  He joins the army (Service 
number 7940558), serves in Africa and Italy (12th Royal Lancester (P.O.W.) and leaves in 1946 and is married to Jeanie M Treays in 1937 at Plymouth, 

Devon  (I need to research him further – No birth certificate found at present) 
 

1914 Birth of Norman Bryan Carleton (See here - https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/files/civil/birth_returns/births_1914/01391/1572041.pdf ) 
Norman is born.  His father is John Michael Carleton a Quarter Master Sergeant in the 3rd Leinster regiment.  The family live at 2 Woodland Villas Cork 

No1 (Located near Collins Barracks Military Museum https://www.military.ie/en/public-information/defence-forces-museums/collins-barracks-
museum/ 

 
 

He marries in 1944 (Winifred Sollick) and dies in 1995 in Plymouth, Devon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://nmbrb.uk/
https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/files/civil/birth_returns/births_1914/01391/1572041.pdf
https://www.military.ie/en/public-information/defence-forces-museums/collins-barracks-museum/
https://www.military.ie/en/public-information/defence-forces-museums/collins-barracks-museum/


https://nmbrb.uk 

1921 Census 
 

This is one of the most interesting and important finds and in some ways, clarifies his name change.  In the 1921 Census, he is seen as a Visitor and a 
“Retired Miner, Formerly Bricklayer / Labourer / Own Account, born in 1881 and aged 40.  However, on the paper version of the census, it also states 
“Military / Retired Army Major / British Army” that ties in with living family knowledge provided.  It is an important find to see the name Carleton here, 

with Maguires and Hudson family members at the same address. 
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By this time (1921 Census), it is possible he is no longer with his wife 1889 – 1936 Margaret Wilton.  Margaret remarries in 1928 (to John Charles Lock) 

and dies in a motorcycle accident. 
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1939 Census 
 

He can be seen at The Lodge, Etruscan Road with a birth date of 07 May, married and has a job as a Sanitary Works Inspector.  He can be seen as an 
Arp, Army Reserve.  He is seen as Married to Sarah Carleton, but does not get married until 13 August 1940.  On the paper version of the census, there 

is a reference to Major, Reg Army RE ARP Instructor L.A.G 
 

My reference (Newspaper articles for Etruscan Road (Not Street – The Road no longer exists) - https://www.findmypast.co.uk/search-
newspapers/results?names=etruscan%20road&county=staffordshire%2C%20england&sid=197 

I am wondering at this stage if The Lodge on Etruscan Road was Etruscan Lodge, which was a Freemasons place of residence.  However, there are the 
only two people seen at this address and I would expect more.  Etruscan Road no longer exists 
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1940 Marriage 

 
He marries Sarah Anne Carelton in 1940 at Staffordshire,  Stoke On Trent -  The marriage certificate shows us the following information: 
 
Michael Maguire / John Michael Carleton were married on 13 August 1940.  Information is as follows: 

Married 13 Aug 1940  

He is seen as John and is 58 years old 

His occupation is seen as 14293 and what looks like a Depot Officer; Royal Air Force & Sanitary Officer, Works Inspector.  Note:  On the 1939 Census, 
he can be seen as married, a Sanitary Works Inspector and Civilian Role of Air Raid Precautions 

His address:  28 Eastgate Street, Stafford 

His father is seen as John Carleton – Potter at Pottery Works / Deceased.  The description matches his father Michael Maguire profession who died in 
1895 

Sarah is seen as 51 years (born 1889) 

Her address is 198 Newcastle Road, Trent Vale, Stoke on Trent.   
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1948 Death 
 
Michael Maguire dies on 26 March 1948 at Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire.  His address is Thornton House, Cemetery Road, Shelton and he dies at The 
North Staffordshire, Royal Infirmary, Hartshill.  He dies of coronary thrombosis and arteriosclerosis.  His wife Sarah is also listed on the certificate.  
Death registered on 27 Mar 1948 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 His effects are £580 11s 2d, that he leaves to his widow Sarah Ann Carleton, which in 2026 is the equivalent of £27k 
aged 66.  He dies at the Royal Infirmary.  Address is seen as "of Thornton House, Cemetary Road, Shelton, Stoke on Trent.  he dies of coronary 
thrombosis and arteriosclerosis.  His wife Sarah is also listed on the certificate.  Death registered on 27 Mar 1948 
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Hi wife Sarah Carleton dies on 13th April aged 67 at Bucknall Hospital.  Her home address was 22 Queens Road, Hartshill
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